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Architectural Guidelines

Catonsville Design Study

a1

To complement pishlie streetscape improve-
menls made by the Counly, guidelines are
established below Iof privala improvemnenis lo
individual buiiding and propenies. It is recom-
mended thal these improvements be completed
na laler than two years afier slreetscape im-
provements.

Architeciyral Consideralions:

The architectural character of Galonsville is
created by:

A. The interrelationships ol the various struc-
{ures 1o create a block or streel character,

B. The slructures themselves and their archi-
lectural detailing.

N is imporiant 1o consider and understand both
aspecls when individual analysis and subse-
quenl reslorations are underway or when
cons«iering new construction.

The lolloewing guidelines are designed for new
construclion of renovation as directed,

The block:

A building is part of a {otal block face. These
block lacades are imporlanl as they are per-
ceived to deline the spaces (streets, parks) on
which Ihey frent. In Catonsville commerciaf
areas, block facades are not particutarly uni-
lorm, but buildings share a similar scale, bolhin
overall size and individual {eatures, inciuding a
farge proportion of glass at sireel level. The

buikdings are smafl-grained, i.e. in small incre-
menls, nel monolithic, where a single building
cccupies an enlire block. Vacan! lofs belween
buildings in a block segmenl the continuous llow
of buiiding faces. Inthe village core, mosl build-
ings are buill cut to 1he sidewalk with no set-
back from the propery line: this characteristic
should be maintained. To exlend the sidewalk
area, recessed arcades are encouraged an the
narth side of the street

A. Building As Part Of Biock

Desirable: I the *village core”, buildings should
feature single slory storefront, in keeping with the
fradilional characler of the street. Malerial use
should take existing adjacencies and historical
precedent into consideralion.

B. Building Facade Organization
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Catonsville Design Study

9.3

CATONSYILLE 2000
ANALYSIS

Renavalion Guidelines:

Although there is not a distinclive Catonswille
siyle, Ihere is a core of historic buildings {hal
give “Ihe village™ ils characler, Historic
Catonswille buildings are predominately slone of
frame consiruction and share a simifar scale and
window pattern.

Although changes lor modern commercial use
are sometimes necessary, the archilecturat
characier of Catonsville will be best mainlained
il a careful and sensilive resloratian program is
followed. An awareness of basic design prin-
ciples lor the building is essential. Characteristic
leatures including properional relalionship and
tacade composilion. Detailing should be noted
and maintained.

A Incomporale elements of the original lacade

into Ihe renovation scheme.

1. Do nct obscure the entirg lacade by
covering il wilh melal or plastic panels,

2. Do not obscure original materials.

3. Do no! alter Ihe shape of original
SPENINgSs. .

4. Repair or reptace original buiiding
elemenls and malerials.

B. Respect the origina! characler and period of
the lacade. Do not try 1o make the building
lock “hislorical”, older than it really is,
because lhis ohscures what is truly hestoric.
Calonsville’s vitalily is expressed in the
variely ol archilectural periods represented.

G. Preserve ihe original linish and material ol

lacades. .

1. Clean lacades where necessary.
Ahways use Ihe genlles! cleaning
methods possible. [Consull the State
Historic Preservation Qlfice lor further
suggeslions.]

2. Mever sandblast masenry. Sandblasling
removes the walee-prmtective glaze and
accelerales erasmn.

D. Preserve original storelronl arrangement

and character. .

1. Do not block in storelronts and insert
smaller upper foor domeshc type
windows,

2. Preserve original entry arrangements
and detailing. Where already altered
remove aluminum doors and replace
wilh griginal-lype wooden storeflranl
doars.

E. When new storelronts are added lo lormer
houses:
1. Use tike materials and colors.
2. Slorefranl organizalion, i.e. door place-
menl, signage location, and window-
type should relale 1o the organizalion ol
the upper lzcade.

F. Sloreiront windows should be lighled lo

iluminale displays.

Nty

R L

RENOVATION GUIUELIN S

A

Agree, bul add thal the hest [loor
arca of sil buildings shauld nol be
midden by the folinge of trees 10 Le

planted.
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Auto-oriented streetscape with proliferation of signs.
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Catonsville Design Study
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Perpendicular to Bullding Face

Signs should be hung within the hexght ol the
building. Large rool structures to hold perpen-
dicular signs should be avoided. A simple
hanger atlached to Lhe lacadae is prelerred. The
hanger should also nol be allached o iwo
surlaces, lor exampie, Iha rool and a vertical
wall.

Free Standing

#n 1he siip commercial area, reesianding signs
are permilled. The illustralion below guides their
pacemenl, size, elc. Free standing signs are
nol permitied in tha village core area.

Size;
Village Core

All signs should be in scale wilh 1he store thal
they represenl. The depth of the sign panel
should not exceed the archilectural focation des-
ignaled for the sign. The length of lhe sign
shoukd not exceed the lenglh of the shop [ront.
The lettering on the sign should generalty fill the
sign area. Ml lhere is a graphic image on lhe
sign, the scale of the type should be in harmony
wilh the symbol. in Ihe case ol individual cul out
letters, hey shouid be applied directly 1o he
building facade and complernent in scale, the
archileclural features ol ihe building,

Over scale letters ars to be avoded.

1

3

r

r

Village Core Signage Altached To Building

v
i
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Implementation Strategy

Catonsville Design Study

9.9

CATONSVILLE 2000
ANALYSIS

The plan locuses on lour tems [hal will aid
Catonsville in enhancing and relaining ils village
character:

Archilectural and Signage Guidelines.

Aevised definition of R.O. zoning,

3. Impeoved Iraltic patlerns [more service
alleys - less individua! driveways) and
slawing of fraflic of the beltway (light and
median].

4. Improved sireetseaping and increased on-

sireel pasking in the village core.

[

FY 91

FY 92

FY 33

while any of These ilems can be implemented
individually, lems 3 and 4 are more naturally
related and Ihe plan as described assumes their
enacimeni together, This cequires conlinued
close cogperation and coordination belween the
communily and the County,

The chart below summarizes Ihe 1asks required
1o irplement Ihe plan and a general imetable.

Counly

Designale Calonsville “Commercial Revitaliza-

*lion Dislrict .

Pelition Stale for lighl at Delray,

Change R.O. zoning 1o disallow new “suburban
type” oliice buildings. Any new building in Ihis
area should be siriclly residential in characler
{{hough they may have office use).

Adopl Architeciural and Signage Guidelines,

Title search lor Orban Lane exlending 1o
Winters Lane and service zglley Irom Melior 10
HMewherg.

Consyltan begins on sireetscape plans: conducl
discussions wilh Slate Highways. Acguisdion ol
properies for service alleys.

Implement stregtscape and improved parking
lotparh.

Communily

Provide forum for lalks on parking lot consolida-
tion.

Communily support,

Communily support.

Suppon and comply within 3 years. Strengthen
business associalion.

Suppor! lrom communily both in cooperation
wilh shared parking and in suppor! to State
Highways.

Impterment parking kol cansclidation.

[MTLEMINTATION STRATESCY

Agree wilh recommends Lions Tor eountly for
Fiscal Year 1791, with exceptions There
gre Two tog priorilies: The stole shoolbd bo
pelctioned for & Lraflic light at Delrsy
Avenue, and Lhe county should be pressed 1o
upgrade Orban Alley between 510 Timothy's
Lane wnd Ingleside Awenus as DMMEDIATE
PRIOA!ITIES!

Fer FY 92, il 15 the understanding of lhe
cominiltes thal the counly will werk
diree Uy with an srchitectura] review group
derived [rom Curonsville 0, w encourage
merchants and commercil propeecty owners
lo renovate their properiics 1o coincide willy
the facade and strucilure guidelines praposed
in this 1990 swdy.  Also signage shoutd De
regulaled by 1907,

CATONSVILLE 2000, INC. RECOMMENDS
THAT TIE PLANMNING BCQARD OCI
DALTIMORE COUNTY SIIOULD ADOPT
THE CATONSYILLE 2000 ARCIITECTURE
ARD SIGHNAGE GUINELINES INTO THE
SOON-TO-BE-ADOPTED REV¥ISIONS OF
THE COMPREHENSIVE MAMUAL OF
DESIGN POLICIES.

THESE GUIDELIN IS SHUQULD re
CHEQRCED HOTH AT CRG APMPROVAL
AND AT THE FINAL DEVELOPMMENT PLA Y
APFROVAL STAGE. If & fina! development
plan is not reguired for & particular project,
then compliancs should be enforced AT THE
BUILDING PERMIT STAGE.
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